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Fob several years those having most to do with the insane in Massa¬ 
chusetts have been making a movement in the direction of State care. 
The medical profession practically unanimously favor it; and when the 
new Board of Insanity came into existence the act creating it specified 
that in 1900 it should make a report on the subject to the Legislature. 
This it did in a very thorough and comprehensive way, indicating a plan 
by which it could be effective. This report was heartily and unanimously 
endorsed by the medical profession. It also impressed itself as reasonable 
and desirable on the minds of the various legislative committees, so that 
all reported in favor of it. By the operation of the new act all the insane 
in almshouses will gradually be placed in State institutions, though the 
new law does not go fully into effect until 1904. A most important step 
towards the accomplishment of this end is the establishment of a colony 
for the cases of long duration which are generally incurable and are 
usually called “ chronic.” This colony is probably to be of not less than 
two thousand acres, and will eventually accommodate an extremely large 
number of persons, relieving the hospitals and making it possible to use 
them for the treatment of acute cases. 

This will enable the State to have eventually a very comprehensive 
system of classification, the colony representing, one might say, the end 
of a chain, the beginning being the hospitals for acute cases, and the 
intermediate links the small detached colonies of these hospitals, con¬ 
valescent homes, and homes in which patients can be boarded. The 
present Board of Insanity, which has already more than justified its 
creation by the broad and far-seeing manner in which it has taken hold 
of the problem, can be relied upon to work it out to a successful con¬ 
clusion. 

Consumptive patients in and about Boston, Massachusetts, who 
cannot be properly cared for in their own homes with safety to their 
associates, will now be removed by the Boston Board of Health to Long 
Island Hospital, Boston Harbor, or to Tewksbury, Massachusetts. These 
patients will be allowed to receive visitors, and life will be made as 
pleasant for them as the rules of the institution will allow. In the early 
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stages recovery often takes place, and these patients will be placed under 
the best possible conditions. They will be given plenty of nourishing 
food, and special care will be given to ventilation. Strict measures will 
be enforced to prevent the spread of the disease. 

Informal steps have been taken towards the establishing of a hos¬ 
pital in Milton, Massachusetts. 

Lawrence, Massachusetts, is to have a new one-story hospital which 
will cost fifty thousand dollars. 

In Middletown, Connecticut, Mr. William P. Cannon has purchased 
of Mr. Fountain the Gardner place on Washington Street. It is to be 
used as a hospital. 

Pawtucket, Rhode Island, has a movement well under way for the 
establishing of an emergency hospital. 

The County Commissioners at Hartford, Connecticut, have opened 
bids for the erection of a hospital building at Warehouse Point. 

The trustees of the Newton Hospital have asked for an appropria¬ 
tion of thirty-five thousand dollars to erect two contagious wards con¬ 
taining twenty-five beds each. These wards are to replace those which 
were burned a few months since, and which had for a long time been 
much too small for the needs of the hospital. 

Miss Ida Wood, of Worcester, has been appointed matron of the 
hospital at Clinton, Massachusetts. She fills the vacancy made by the 
resignation of Mrs. Mary E. Rollins. 

Action has been taken by the trustees of the Fall River Hospital 
practically assuring the union of the two hospitals as soon as a new cor¬ 
poration can be formed. The plan of waiting until the subscriptions 
to the building fund reach forty thousand dollars has been abandoned, 
as Mr. John S. Brayton desires to convey a deed of the land offered as 
site as soon as possible. To meet with his desire the trustees of the hos¬ 
pital have withdrawn the stipulation that forty thousand dollars be paid 
in or subscribed before acting. 

A branch of the Boston Emergency Hospital, to be conducted along 
the same general lines as the main institution, will be established at 
16 Orange Street, Worcester, Massachusetts, where a representative of 
the Hospital Association has engaged rooms which will in the near future 
be fitted up for hospital use. Dr. Francis Shaw, ambulance surgeon at 
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police head-quarters, has been offered a place on the house staff of the 
new institution. The Boston Emergency Hospital Association has 
recently started to establish branch hospitals in the principal New Eng¬ 
land cities. The association issues to men, women, and children a non- 
transferable certificate for one dollar which entitles the holder to medical 
and surgical treatment for one year in the institution. If the certificate- 
holder desires, he may be treated at the General Hospital, 142 Kingston 
Street, Boston, instead of at the branch in Worcester. 

The Ardendale Sanitarium Company, of Greenwich, Connecticut, 
has filed a certificate of organization. The purpose specified is to estab¬ 
lish, conduct, and operate one or more general and special sanitariums 
for the care and treatment of all diseased conditions, particularly those 
due to nervous disorders. The capital stock is divided into two hundred 
shares. 

In Milford, Massachusetts, a committee has been appointed to take 
steps towards the establishing of a new hospital in that town. 

Work is progressing on the new hospital buildings at Middletown, 
Connecticut. 

There is talk of purchasing Folly Hill, in DanverB, Massachusetts, 
as a 6ite for a sanitarium. 

By the will of Mrs. Maria M. CurtiB the House of Mercy, Pittsfield, 
Massachusetts, receives five hundred dollars for the support of a child’s 
bed. 


The trustees of the Morse Hospital, Natick, Massachusetts, were 
recently made happy by receiving a check for one thousand dollars from 
Miss Elizabeth Cheney, of Wellesley, Massachusetts. 

A request has been made for an appropriation for additional im¬ 
provements and alterations at the Long Island Almshouse Hospital, 
Boston Harbor, Massachusetts. 

The Newburyport Hospital has lately come into possession of five 
hundred dollars from a bequest of Judge Henry M. Chase, of Barnstable, 
Massachusetts. 

Bids for a new hospital in Waterbury, Connecticut, are expected 
to be handed in soon. 



